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APPENDIX B 
LIST OF FEDERAL AND STATE 

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 



 
Federal and State Threatened and Endangered Species in El Paso County, Texas; Sierra and 
Doña Ana Counties, New Mexico. 
 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal Texas New Mexico 

Bat, Spotted Euderma maculatum   Threatened 

Black-Hawk, Common Buteogallus anthracinus anthracinus    Threatened 

Black Bear Ursus americanus Threatened Threatened  

Bunting, Varied Passerina versicolor versicolor;  
dickeyae    Threatened 

Catus, Sneed’s 
Pincushion Escobaria sneedii var sneedii  Threatened  

Chipmunk, Colorado, 
Organ Mtns. Neotamias quadrivittatus australis    Threatened 

Cormorant, Neotropic Phalacrocorax brasilianus   Threatened 

Crane,Whooping Grus Americana Endangered Endangered  

Cuckoo, Yellow-billed Coccyzus americanus occidentalis  Candidate   

Eagle, Bald Haliaeetus leucocephalus alascanus    Threatened 

Falcon, Aplomado Falco femoralis septentrionalis  Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Falcon, Peregrine Falco peregrinus anatum  Endangered Threatened 

Falcon, Peregrine, Arctic Falco peregrinus tundrius  Threatened Threatened 

Ferret, Black-footed Mustela nigripes Endangered Endangered  

Flycatcher, Willow, SW. Empidonax traillii extimus 
Endangered 

Critical Habitat 
Designated 

Endangered Endangered 

Frog, Leopard, 
Chiricahua Rana chiricahuensis Threatened   

Ground-dove, Common Columbina passerina pallescens    Endangered 

Hummingbird, Broad-
billed Cynanthus latirostris magicus    Threatened 

Hummingbird, Costa's Calypte costae   Threatened 

Hummingbird, Lucifer Calothorax Lucifer   Threatened 

Hummingbird, Violet-
crowned Amazilia violiceps ellioti    Threatened 



Common Name Scientific Name Federal Texas New Mexico 

Kingbird, Thick-billed Tyrannus crassirostris   Endangered 

Lizard, Mountain Short-
Horned  Phrynosoma hernandesi  Threatened  

Lizard, Texas Horned Phrynosoma cornutum  Threatened  

Minnow, Rio Grande 
Silvery Hybognathus amarus Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Mountain snail, Mineral 
Creek Oreohelix pilsbryi   Threatened 

Nightjar, Buff-collared Caprimulgus ridgwayi ridgwayi    Endangered 

Owl, Spotted, Mexican Strix occidentalis lucida  
Threatened  

Critical Habitat 
Designated 

Threatened  

Pelican, Brown Pelecanus occidentalis carolinensis    Endangered 

Plover, Piping Charadruis melodus Threatened  Threatened  

Pupfish, White Sands Cyprinodon tularosa   Threatened 

Sheep, Bighorn, Desert Ovis canadensis mexicana 
(endangered populations)   Endangered 

Shiner, Bluntnose Notropis simus  Threatened  

Snake, Chihuahuan 
Desert Lyre Trimophodon vilkinsonii  Threatened  

Sparrow, Baird's Ammodramus bairdii   Threatened 

Talussnail, Dona Ana Sonorella todseni   Threatened 

Tern, Least Sterna antillarum athalassos  Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Trogon, Elegant Trogon elegans canescens    Endangered 

Trout, Gila Oncorhynchus gilae Threatened 
  Threatened 

Vireo, Bell's Vireo bellii arizonae;  medius    Threatened 

Vireo, Gray Vireo vicinior   Threatened 

Wolf, Gray, Mexican Canis lupus baileyi  Endangered Endangered Endangered 

1. New Mexico data obtained from the Biota Information System of New Mexico (BISON). 

2. Texas data obtained from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 2007.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX C 
 PHOTOLOG OF PROJECT AREA 



Rio Grande Canalization Project 
Photolog taken during field survey of the RGCP Levee System. 
 
Hatch/Tonuco/Rincon Area  
 

 
Upper reach of levee deficient segment in Sierra County. 
 

 
Typical levee segment in the upper reach of the RGCP. 
 
Mesilla Valley Area  
 

     
Levee deficient segment in the upper part of the of the  
Mesilla Valley reach. 

 
Typical levee segment in the Me , note  silla Valley Reach
Pecan orchard adjacent to levee.                   



 
View looking upstream towards I-10 Highway bridge. 
 
 
El Paso/Upper Valley Area  
 

 
Typical view of levee segment in the upper end of the El Paso  
Reach. Note levee slopes are not clearly defined. 
 

 
West levee downstream of Vinton Bridge. Note river trail. 
 

 
Upstream of Borderland Bridge, no levee present.  Railroad 
embankment serves as levee in this reach.   



 
Upstream of Borderland Bridge on east side of river.  
River water back flowing into drain structure. 
 

 
East levee downstream of Country Club Bridge. 
 

 
East levee upstream of new Sunland Park Bridge.  
 
 
 

  
                      
 
          
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX D 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  

REVIEW COMMENTS 
 

 



October 30, 2007  
 
Kevin von Finger 
4117 La Adelita 
El Paso Texas 79922 
 
Kevin Bixby 
Executive Director 
Southwest Environmental Center 
275 N. Downtown Mall 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
 
 
Mr. Daniel Borunda 
Environmental Protection Specialist, 
Environmental Management Division, 
United States Section, International Boundary and 
Water Commission 
 
Dear Mr. Borunda:  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Environmental Assessment and 
Finding of No Significant Impact for the Flood Control Improvements to the Rio Grande 
Canalization Project Levee System in El Paso County, Texas and Dona Ana 
and Sierra Counties, NM. The following comments are submitted on behalf of the authors 
and the 2000 members of the Southwest Environmental Center.  
 
1. Analysis needs to be more site-specific rather than describing the entire project area as 
a single mowed community. The EA describes affected vegetation communities in 
extremely general terms and refers to forb-grass communities, but fails to mention 
riparian woody vegetation, for example and in particular the regenerating bosque in the 
“no mow” area upsteam from Anapra bride at the end of Frontera (Sunland Park), the 
cottonwoods planted in the past by the IBWC staff, and the trees planted upstream of 
Picacho Bridge. Given the extreme degree of loss sustained by the Rio Grande riparian 
woody vegetation communities over the previous century, and the tiny remnant of such 
still surviving relative to the original extent, it can be argued that any further loss would 
likely meet the definition of “significance” as used in 40 CFR 1500-1508 and the 
thresholds established by Nepa case law. A Finding of No Significant Impact may not be 
suitable in such a case. Will these vegetation types, in particular cottonwood and other 
riparian trees and regenerating stands of this habitat type receive impacts, or can the 
IBWC stipulate avoidance of such vegetation as a mitigation measure? What specific 
oversight and controls on the contractor will be implemented to assure no impacts to 
these areas during construction? Impacts appear easily avoidable through requirements 
that would be stipulated in the contract scope of work and diligent on-site monitoring by 
IBWC personnel. This should be specified in the document as part of the project to 
ensure it is carried out and funded, if funding is necessary.  



 
2. There is no mention made of the existing river trail in El Paso County nor the proposed 
New Mexico trail from Albuquerque to the Texas state line. Will the project potentially 
foreclose options to trail placement and alignment? When the levee is raise it appears that 
the levee will extend close to woody riparian habitat in some areas, such as the groves of 
native riparian trees at the end of Frontera noted above. An unintended consequence of 
the project could be the partial destruction and elimination of regenerating native 
cottonwoods and other native woody riparian species. As an example, at the Frontera 
location at least, levee raising will widen the levee base to the point that there will be 
little room for trail construction between the levee and river unless the trail is driven right 
through the recovering habitat. Recommend that the EA incorporate into the project the 
option to allow the proposed River Park Trail to use the levee road wherever desirable. 
This can reduce funding required for the trail and perhaps allow trail funds to harden the 
levee surface, benefiting both the flood control mission and the trail users. There is an 
environmental justice consideration here, as the low income and minority community of 
Sunland Park would otherwise have to choose between constructing a trail or protecting a 
remnant bosque. It is our understanding that the IBWC has partnered with trail 
proponents in the lower Rio Grande Valley and permitted the trail to be sited on top of 
the levee. This would be a win-win situation for everyone, and good PR for IBWC. This 
is also a mitigation measure that should be applied throughout the project area that may 
help to avoid foreclosing options to re-establishing woody riparian habitat and restoring 
hydrologic functions through bank shave downs and water cut outs that might arise from 
conflicts with future trail placements due to narrowing of the floodway resulting from 
widening the levee footprint.  
 
3. Request that Section 5, Mitigation, clearly state plans and procedures to avoid 
construction impacts to regenerating bosques woody riparian vegetation communities, 
and include options to allow river park trail to occupy the levee along segments to avoid 
trail placement conflict with bosque habitat & foreclosing options to restore river 
function and habitat restoration. Request that these measures be incorporated as part of 
the project description. While Best Management Practices are great, these are not stated 
in the EA, so the public has no idea what these are or whether they will be effective or 
satisfy the public’s concerns. Nor do they carry the force of commitment that a mitigation 
measure does when clearly stated and incorporated as a part of the project. 
 
4. P 3-11 para. 3.4 Land Use states that ”The USIBWC is currently exploring alternatives 
to address the levee deficiencies in this [Canutillo] area”. What alternatives are being 
considered, and why aren’t they being considered for other areas in lieu of levee raising? 
For example, didn’t the EIS look at alternative that included acquiring land along the 
floodplain that could act as a sump during floods, store excess flood waters until such 
could be released back into the river? The land could be acquired by direct purchase or 
through conservation easements entered into with the land owners. Request alternatives 
be developed and analyzed for other areas in addition to just the Canutillo area. This is 
warranted by the fact that several non-profit environmental and land preservation 
organizations have advocated for this approach, in addition to such alternative(s) being 
noted as reasonable in the EIS that this EA is tiered from.  



 
5. Section 1.1 speaks of “implementing environmental Enhancements” and implies such 
will be part of this project, however Section 4 page 4-12 states that these will not be 
implemented at this time. Please clarify. Will levee raising foreclose any options for these 
enhancements? If so this should be analyzed in the impact section. For example, in the 
aerial photos there appears to be a remnant meander just north (upstream) of the Rincon 
bridge, on the west side of the river. Will levee work affect options for restoring this area, 
or will construction or fill excavation have any impact on this and other such areas? 
 
6. Will drains be impacted where they enter the floodway/river? These locations have 
been identified as potential places for wetland  restoration. 
 
7. There is a wetland at the intersection of arroyo 41 and the river under the railroad 
bridge just north of Borderland. Will this be impacted?  
 
8. EA states that impacts to plant communities would occur “through clearing, excavation 
and fill activities”. Does the clearing refer only to the levee, or the flood plain also? What 
excavation will occur and where? Would any remnant riparian habitat be impacted by 
contractor fill borrowing activities, outside or inside of the floodway? If there is potential 
for such impact, this should be discussed as this would be an indirect but potentially 
significant impact (see comment 1); mitigation would be required in the form of 
stipulation in the scope of work as to areas to avoid for fill, and stated in the mitigation 
section of the EA. 
 
9. Where will the fill come from that will be used to raise levees? Does IBWC intend to 
dredge any portion of the river to obtain fill material? If so, will this be covered by the 
current nationwide 404 permit, or will additional permitting be required? What mitigation 
will be done to compensate for the loss of aquatic habitat caused by river dredging?  
 
10. Has IBWC considered implementing habitat restoration projects concomitantly with 
levee raising? For example, fill material could be obtained from within the floodway by 
excavating sloughs and wetlands that connect to the river. This would provide much 
needed fish spawning and nursery habitat. The outfall of drains and wasteways would be 
good locations to target, but such projects would be valuable anywhere. We suggest that 
you work with biologists and other wetland experts to design such projects. We would be 
glad to assist in any way possible.   
 
Thank you.  
 
Kevin von Finger 
Kevin Bixby 
 
 




























